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" Cassandra Complex: Literature of Prediction and the Frontiers of Eco-Criticism"*

Takayuki Tatsumi (Keio University)
In the wake of 3.11 multiple disasters, | and Kiyoshi Kasai,a major detective fictionist in Japan, co-edited

The Futures of March 11: Japan, Science Fiction,Creativity (Sakuhinsha Publishers, August 2011), a collection



of insightful essays by science fiction writers and critics with Sakyo Komatsu's preface, his posthumous
text. This project gave me a chance to come up with the mental history of Cassandra syndrome, which
illuminates the possibility of literature of prediction and the frontiers of eco-criticism. My lecture will attempt
to renovate this idea from a wider perspective.
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'" Ecology, Speculative Fiction, and Ecocriticism"*
Chair: Michael GORMAN (Hiroshima City University)
In "Ecology, Speculative Fiction, and Ecocriticism™ panelists will examine science fiction texts from diverse
environmental perspectives. The impact of climate change on earth and humanity's ultimate response to this
crisis is the focus of David Farnell's paper, "Re-Terraformation of Earth in Kim Stanley Robinson's Blue Mars
and 2312." In "Posthuman Worlds: Coexistence and Co-evolution in Ueda Sayuri's The Ocean Chronicles,”
Kazue Harada will discuss the ways science fiction challenges heterosexism and anthropocentrism by offering
alternate ways of viewing human relationships and non-human forms of life. In "An Ecocritical Reading of Kurt
\Vonnegut's Science Fiction," Satomi Nakayama aims to broaden our understanding of the popular American
social satirist by mining his novels for ecocritical concerns. Shoko Itoh will serve as respondent on the
presentations.
""Re-Terraformation of Earth in Kim Stanley Robinson's Blue Mars and 2312
Lecturer: David FARNELL (Fukuoka University)
Kim Stanley Robinson's novels Blue Mars (1996, third in his Mars Trilogy) and 2312 (2012) feature the
exploration, colonization, transformation, and even creation of other worlds throughout our solar system, but
ultimately they are about Earth and its people. As a writer, Robinson is very concerned with the environment,
and many of his novels are themselves works of ecocriticism in a fictional mode. In the futures depicted in both
of these novels, Earth has suffered from the effects of global climate change. But while those who have left Earth
to create new ways of living might be expected to abandon their homeworld, it is these explorers and colonists
who know better than any the delicacy of managing a precarious environment, and whose skills are brought to
bear in restoring Earth's ecosystem as much as possible.
""Posthuman Worlds: Coexistence and Co-evolution in Ueda Sayuri’s The Ocean Chronicles™
Lecturer: HARADA Kazue (Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri)
Timothy Morton suggests that an entire living system can be described as a “mesh”— the interdependence
of life forms— “a very curious, radically open-form without the center or edge” (22). In her series The Ocean
Chronicles (2010, 2013), Ueda Sayuri (b. 1964) demonstrates a variety of coexistent relationships, after a drastic
environmental change, between humans and non-humans (e.g., between humans and autosapients or those with
artificial intelligence) or between humans and fish-boat-like creatures. Borrowing from Timothy Morton’s
concept of “mesh,” or the interdependence of life forms, and from Donna Haraway’s “companion species”
(including transgenic influences between humans and other species), this paper will explore the ways in which
the text can challenge an anthropocentric way of seeing humans and non-humans by blurring the borders among
life forms. It will also discuss these interdependent relationships as a substitute for heteronormative
reproductive relationships, as many women science fiction writers attempt to avoid representing women’s
biological reproduction.
"An Ecocritical Reading of Kurt Vonnegut’s Science Fiction"
Lecturer: NAKAYAMA Satomi (Japan Coast Guard Academy)



The American writer, Kurt Vonnegut, is most frequently studied in relation to sociopolitical satire and
science fiction. Though less commonly discussed in relation to the environment, Vonnegut makes frequent
remarks to natural surroundings, environmental change, animals, microscopic organisms, and extraterrestrial life
in novels like Galapagos, Cat's Cradle, Sirens of Titan, and Slaughterhouse-Five. In this paper, | will explore the
rich potential for reading Vonnegut's fiction from an ecocritical perspective. Ecocriticism can help reveal the
unique representation of the environment and living things in Vonnegut's works.
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