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Once upon a time, when women were birds, there was the simple understanding that to sing at dawn and
to sing at dusk was to heal the world through joy. The birds still remember what we have forgotten, that
the world is meant to be celebrated. (2017457 H 16 B ORFFIFEFEIEX L W A€ L)
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Ursula K. Le Guin, 1929-2018
David Farnell (Fukuoka University)

For my twelfth birthday, my aunt gave me a boxed set of three novels, the covers of which featured the
ocean and sails, wizards and dragons. These were at the time called The Earthsea Trilogy (1968-1972), three of
the earliest novels of Ursula Kroeber Le Guin. As a child, I knew nothing about this remarkable writer; I only
knew that her stories became my favorites, fantasies that were more accessible than J.R.R. Tolkien’s, more
human than Robert E. Howard’s. As I grew older I discovered more of her works, not only fantasies but also
science fiction, magical realism, children’s stories, mainstream fiction, essays, translations, poetry, and more,
often mixing these genres within a work, publishing in her lifetime dozens of books and hundreds of shorter
works, winning numerous awards and honors, and influencing generations of writers. She was, as Larry
McCaffery and Sinda Gregory described her in an interview, “probably as responsible as any other writer for
changing our notions of what science fiction and fantasy are capable of doing” (26). Her work critiques the
current capitalistic and patriarchal hegemonic structures as unjust and self-destructive. She easily ranks as one
of America’s most important voices, and she passed away on January 22, aged 88.

Le Guin’s works are of particular interest to those of us who view art and culture through an ecocritical
lens. Environmentalism is one of her primary themes, intersecting with her focuses on feminism, anthropology,
and anarchism in her fiction and nonfiction. In contrast to the science-fictional stereotype of lasers and sterile
spaceships, from her earliest stories and novels Le Guin has centered the environment not as a mere backdrop
but as an integral part of her stories. Like Tolkien, she explores the importance of living in harmony with nature,
but she takes it to a deeper level in her Earthsea novels, which eventually expanded to six books. The main
people of the first book, A Wizard of Earthsea (1968), are archipelago dwellers who must work with nature, from
the lowliest fisherman to the greatest of wizards, or risk harmful disruptions to their communities. Her
“ambiguous utopia,” The Dispossessed (1974), features a pair of worlds, one very Earth-like in the richness of its
environment and its wasteful, despoiling, warring nations, and the other an anarchic, peaceful, gender-equal
utopia that survives not only in spite of but to an extent due to its marginally habitable ecosystem, an
environment that cannot be dominated but must be worked with. Her worlds are all our world, mirrors that
reflect where we are going, but also where we are now and even where we have been. As she says in an essay,
“What fantasy often does that the realistic novel generally cannot do is include the nonhuman as essential” (39).
In her later Earthsea novels, dragons, a symbol of untamed wilderness, are revealed to be merely another side of
humanity. She leaves us with the lesson that our ecology cannot be treated as separate from our selves without

the loss of both.
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https://www.ehime-u.ac.jp/overview/access/johoku/
mailto:mizuno@sanyou.ac
http://sanyo.ac.jp/
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HREEALAD | S EDOKIITRAVLFENA AAF I GASA, & IZHAL, AT CEEiesi B £ 72 0 £ Ui, ZSMIRILRe, HioAL
B, BIREZ D22 8% OWENHZZ LIFFREICEHT LW E ZATT, # Sz A 2 S IO b BREOHE L HFET,
LR FNG, RE DR SFT I EMOIFRZ ZESSHZOETT, L2 BEBETFWZLET, 45T 3Tz
ST ER TN =2 4 VIR L ARALE TR~ OBIGE R A o U E Uiz, ETOREEIC & 2 IS E S 0T o
ay VT4 U ALDOFREM ARSI, 1y N TBME S ALY VERSESSRE, o ndB LW ZOkEER . FTEELI-HN
KLV E LT, PEEOHRIEITEAHE L LTS, A%RBEMOC ZREIZSVWETLOBECHE L BT, HK

4 201844 A 1 BIaY YT 1 L RLHIRFLBHRHIT N\
IaY T4 VRLHRESE RE FHET
EE T38-8504 REEHATMEAAR -1 IBLFEHARTE KEFHFHIE mizuno (%) sanyo. ac. jp
T739-0321 LERLAETEZERTE6-20-1 LEEMRFRAY FE%F danbara(¥)mpd. biglobe. ne. jp
k T690-8518 EAREMNTMTRAERAT 144 WNITESEHMR S8 (BK) HE  khidemid (%) hotmai I.coy

K R/INLFELEDTF=OA—I)LT7 FLAD *) [F@IZZEZTLFEELY,

12


mailto:mizuno@sanyo.ac.jp
mailto:danbara@mpd.biglobe.ne.jp
mailto:khidemi4@hotmail.com

