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ASLE BRASILAND THE LAST CONFERENCE INAMAZONIA

Zélia M. Bora (Federal University of Paraiba, Brazil)

Our IV INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF LITERATURE AND ENVIRONMENT And Il BIENNIAL
CONFERENCE OF ASLE-BRASIL, June 4th to 7th, 2018, entitled THE DEMISE OF NATURE - NARRATIVES OF WATER
AND FORESTS IN THE ANTHROPOCENE, was a remarkable event. It took place on the campus of the Federal University of
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Amazonia, Manaus. The campus itself is surrounded by the Amazon Forest. After the conference, a group of participants joined a cruise
through the Amazon River. The event has been taking place since 2012 before the foundation of ASLE Brasil, at the Federal University
of Paraiba, Brazil. All the events had the financial support of CAPES and CNPQ), two Brazilian Federal Sponsors that provide financial
support every two years to the event under the coordination of Professor Zélia M. Bora. Only recently in 2018, the conference was
opened to the members of ASLE Brasil. We do hope to increase the number of members after the publication of our journal, RILE/JILE
(Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment) in the web, next January 2019. The First Conference of Literature
and the Environment had 150 participants and the Conference in Manaus had 70 participants. The project is open to several fields
interested in the discussion related to environmental issues in humanities, especially animal studies and environmental justice. The
results are very positive because every year we meet new partners in the fields of Literature, Sociology, Education, Anthropology, Law
and Criminology. Most of the participants depend on funds from their institutions or from their own pockets to attend the conferences.
The following paragraph is the general announcement of the conference in Manaus:

THE DEMISE OF NATURE - NARRATIVES OF WATER AND FORESTS IN THE ANTHROPOCENE
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The predominant narrative of the Anthropocene is that humans have been destroying nature by releasing 1.5 trillion tons of carbon
dioxide into the atmosphere. Other forms of pollution include the contamination of various water sources, as well as the destruction of
forests and, with them, the extermination of thousands of species. It is no longer possible to ignore this fact. The future of human and
non-human species is at stake. We are destroying our own home.

The purpose of this conference is to make each participant take a militant attitude in this intense revolutionary struggle of moral
content by changing our ways of thinking about the environment; this includes the unconditional acceptance of such goals as the
preservation of nature as an inherent right accorded to all living beings. This prerogative stems from the deep need to protect the Earth
by respecting other species through our educational work and actions that can change the human perspective of how we relate to nature.
The old anthropocentric paradigms need to be completely revised. The past must be understood so that we can open doors to the future
of the planet.

We need to produce narratives in this century that can help us change our relationship with Nature. In this way, we invite papers
in the thematic axes below in order to produce studies to help us to think in a more lucid and respectful way of Nature and its beings, as

well as to teach us to live in the Anthropocene. Panel presentations should be organized around the following thematic axes:

1. Environment and Literature 8. Environment and Plastic Arts

2. Environment and Linguistics 9. Environment and Biological Sciences
3. Environment and Education 10. Environment and Physics

4. Environment and Geography 11. Environment and Digital Technologies
5. Environment and Anthropology 12. Environment and Architecture

6. Environment and Sociology 13. Environment and Psychology

7. Environment, Journalism and Cinema

We hope to consolidate the membership of ASLE, especially to support our Journal. Our next conference will be in 2020, at

Federal University of Parana, South Brazil.
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Taiwan Shiu-mo (BZD (JKZ=iE))

Shiuhhuah SerenaChou &l FF## (Academia Sinica, Taiwan &iZH STl

YANG Shun-fa’s “The Submerged Beauty of Formosa” features a series of over sixty landscape photographs of Taiwan’s ““shiu-
mo” taken since 2016. As the blue-collar photographer from Kaohsiung notes, “shiu-mo first suggests a ‘sinking and flooded’ (7K%)
Taiwan, but it also refers to a unique Taiwanese intervention into the Chinese “ink painting” tradition, shiuv-mo hua (7XZ28).” In the
tradition of an aesthetic genre that celebrates the inner harmony of the human and nonhuman, Yang insists on capturing the serenity of
Taiwan, an island so luscious and pristine that it was named “Ilha Formosa” by the Portuguese in the fifteenth century. This sense of
beauty, however, is given a twist when he redefines nature, referring to a landscape of unspoiled wildness absent of humans as a
wasteland abandoned by humans because of overdevelopment. Highlighting the beauty of Taiwan’s flooded coastlines, he asks not
only what catastrophes cause the disappearance of humans but, more importantly, whether nature, as Laozi says in Tao Te Ching, is
indifferent because even environmental disasters could also be sweepingly beautiful. With the question, is Taiwan “beautiful or not”

(sui-bo, 513%, Taiwanese dialect), Yang challenges our incentives for environment protection.
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THE SUBMERGED BEAUTY of FORMOSA (2018) Translated by Shiuhhuah Serena Chou
8 Photographer’s Account

“The Submerged Beauty of Formosa” (&7& 7K 13%) showcases a series of photos of Taiwan’s “shui-mo.” Shiu-mo first suggests
a “sinking and flooded” (7Ki&) Taiwan, but it also refers to a unique Taiwanese intervention into the Chinese “ink painting” tradition,
shiu-mo hua (7kZ=2). I hope to invite you to ask yourselves: is Taiwan “beautiful” (5154, sui bd, as in Taiwanese dialect)?

1. Is Taiwan Sinking?

This exhibition presents Taiwan sinking, focusing on various forms of human construct soaked and immersed in water. These
houses always trigger my imagination. Have you ever asked yourself similar questions: Why would anyone be bold enough to build a
house in the middle of the ocean? How does he/she go home after a day’s work? By boat? Or, is there another reason why these houses
“walk” into the ocean and become what we see today?

Is it because of climate change, global warming, or the rise of sea level?

Is it groundwater over-pumping and depletion that have caused the ground to sink?

Has the over-extraction of sand caused shoreline erosion?

Have tetrapods and fishing ports altered the flow of the currents and eventually shrunk the shoreline?

Or has shoreline retreat been caused by the removal of windbreak trees?

Al of the reasons stated above are possible! In fact, all of them point to one factor: humans. It is humans that are destroying Nature. It
is we who are overlooking the messages Nature is sending and aggravating the deterioration of Nature.
2. Taiwan Ink Painting?

Taiwan “ink painting”” — Taiwanese photography with techniques and poetics of traditional Chinese ink painting. Rather than
presenting disasters such as war, typhoon, and fire with cruelty and sadness, | chose oval frames and low contrast and low color
saturation photography to convey the techniques and ideas of Chinese ink painting when disasters happen. With these painting-like
photos, | hope to show a Nature that is beautiful and gentle but in silent protest. This seemingly beautiful landscape is in fact a landscape
of human waste.

3. Is Taiwan Beautiful?
Is Taiwan beautiful? 1 would like you to ask yourself one question honestly: is our land, Taiwan, beautiful? Are we able to get

along with Nature and love our land?
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